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RELATIONSHIP OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION WITH 
OTHER SOCIAL SCIENCES

 Can any social science exist in isolation?

 Are they interdependent on each other to reach 
derivations?

 Finally serve the man and his relationships be it a 
state, wealth, society, behaviour, land etc.



Public administration and Political Science

 P.H.Appleby, “It is a principle function of public
administration to reconcile the functions of the
politicians and the functions of the experts in the
service of the society”.

 Dimock is of the view that an understanding of
politics is the key to an understanding of public
administration .



Public administration and Economics

 Economics is not only study of wealth, but the study of
beneficiaries also i.e. budgeting, investing, savings,
consumption etc.

 Every policy has to be evaluated in terms of economic
ends vis-a-viz theories, tools and techniques.



Public administration and Sociology

 Sociologists have greatly contributed to the study of
group behaviour in organisation- bureaucracy,
authority, communication, power and conflict.

 Max Weber, H. Simon view administration as a part of
society.



Public administration and 
Psychology

 Psychology studies human behaviour whereas public
administration studies human actions.

 P.H. Appleby, “A good administrator is a team worker
who deals with subordinates in a manner showing
them the same kind of respect he gives his seniors”



Public administration and History

 Both are related to social action of the development of
man- social, economic, administrative, intellectual etc.

 It provides recorded data on which future actions may
be based.



Evolution of Public Administration

 Peter Self states that Public Administration,
“developed as an offshoot of political science or public
law, and until recently administration as an academic
subject was the very plain step-sister of these older
disciplines”. Kautilitya’s ‘Arthshastra’, Plato’s ‘Laws’,
Aristotle’s ‘Politics’, Machiavelli’s ‘Prince’ etc

 The origin and evolution can be traced from 1887
onwards.



First Stage

 Woodrow Wilson in “The Study of Administration” in
1887, U.S.A. originated the doctrine of politics-
administration dichotomy.

 F.J. Goodnow’s book ‘Politics and administration’
elaborated that “politics has to do with policies or
expressions of the state will”, while administration “has
to do with the execution of these policies”.

 L.D.White in 1926 too emphasised in “Introduction to
the study of Public Administration” upon politics-
administration dichotomy



Second Stage

 Publication of Willoughby’s “Principles of
Administration” in 1927 led o to develop a ‘value – free ‘
science of public administration based on principles
that were followed by Fayol, Mooney, Gullick and
Urwick



Third Stage

 The Hawthorne experiments by Elton Mayo focussed
on the importance of group behaviour of management
in late 1920’s.

 Simon’s, “Administrative Behaviour’ was published in
1947 who claimed that the principles are no better than
proverbs.

 Robert Dahl in 1947 declared public administration is a
science and it is value free.



Fourth Stage

 The “Administrative Science quarterly” 1936
emphasised on organisational theory as the paradigm
of public administration supported by Henderson,
James March, Simon and Thomson.

 F.R. Riggs introduced the concepts of ‘development
administration’ and ‘comparative administration’.



Fifth Stage

 Concern for Public Policy is stressed.

 Approach is inter-disciplinary

 Preference for public choice  


